Date: January 26, 2015
TO:

Park Board Chair and Commissioners

FROM:

General Manager – Parks and Recreation

SUBJECT:

Mount Pleasant Skateboard Facility Location

RECOMMENDATION
THAT the Board:
A. Approve locating an intermediate skill level skateboarding facility in
Jonathan Rogers Park; and
B. Approve the conversion of the Mount Pleasant Park skateboarding facility for
beginner skateboarding use.

POLICY
The Board approves design and development of parks.
BACKGROUND
In 2005, the Vancouver Park Board approved the Skateboard Strategy for Vancouver. This
document discusses a long-term strategy, including requirements and criteria for selecting
skateboard facility locations and designs that meet the needs of skateboarders, other park
users, and residents living near the facilities. The report’s strategic action items include:
•
•
•
•

providing additional skateboard facilities in Vancouver;
providing variety in the skateboarding system including destination and local serving
facilities for a variety of skill levels from entry level to advanced;
providing variation in the styles of facilities (e.g. including bowl and street style) ;
and locating new skateboard facilities in parks that meet as many of the following
criteria as possible:
- where support services are available nearby (e.g. public washrooms, drinking
fountain, youth worker, first aid);
- where noise can be minimized for nearby residents;
- where it is visible from a Park Board building or from a nearby street;
- where other established park uses or a group of park users will not be displaced; and
- where it is not significantly out of character with the park.

The strategy acknowledges skateboarding as an important recreational activity that needs a
proactive approach, and provides a framework for capital investments in skateboarding by
identifying overall priorities and by setting out location criteria to identify and assess
candidate sites for new skateboard facilities.
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Currently a variety of sizes and styles of skateboard facilities are located throughout
Vancouver, including bowls, ramps, hip boxes and street-style layouts. Skateboard facilities
are open to everyone and can be reserved for regular practice, a special event, or
tournament. Data for skate park use is collected by park board staff who comment that each
skateboard facility is well utilized with the largest facilities (Downtown Skateboard Plaza,
Kensington, and Hastings) attracting dozens of users during peak times. The popularity of
new facilities at Kensington Park and at Mount Pleasant Park indicates that supply has not
fully caught up with demand.
There are a total of 9 skateboard facilities on publicly owned land in Vancouver, 7 of the 9
facilities are located in parks (China Creek, Coopers, Hastings, Kensington, Mount Pleasant,
Quilchena, Strathcona) and 2 of the facilities are located in Engineering Street ROW
(Downtown Skateboard Plaza and Leeside Tunnel) as shown in Appendix A.
Funding is available for a new skateboarding facility in the current capital plan.
DISCUSSION
With skateboarding increasing in popularity, the need for an additional skateboarding facility
in the Mount Pleasant neighbourhood in particular was identified.
The small skateboard facility that opened at Mount Pleasant Park in 2012 is popular day and
night for users of all ages, and has resulted in significant unintended noise impacts on nearby
residents, especially at night when it is used by young adults. Staff did not anticipate the
need, the high use by adult skateboarders, and the noise resulting from this location.
Sighting and designing a new skateboard facility in the Mount Pleasant neighbourhood for
older and more skilled skateboarders is integral to the ongoing management of the Mount
Pleasant Park skateboard facility. Adjustments will be made to the Mount Pleasant Park
facility to modify it for beginner use.
Two park sites in Mount Pleasant were identified as feasible park locations for the new
facility and no other available city owned sites were found.
Robson Park (located at Kingsway and St. George Street) and Jonathan Rogers Park (located
at Manitoba and West 7th Avenue) were rigorously reviewed involving the application of the
Skateboard Strategy’s location criteria to assess the suitability of each park (see Appendix B
for more comparison information).
In January 2014, a public consultation professional (Verlaan) was engaged to conduct one-onone interviews with stakeholders with interests proximate to both sites. As no obstacles were
identified that warranted excluding either location, a park design professional (Golder and
Associates) was engaged in February 2014 to take a public consultation process forward and
to focus stakeholder and community input on determining which of two proposed locations is
the most suitable for the new facility.
In April, public engagement opportunities (including a well-attended open house held in the
Mt. Pleasant Community Centre Lobby and an on-line questionnaire) ensured broad awareness
of this initiative and resulted in 367 completed questionnaires. The public consultation
process provided an opportunity to understand the needs of the community and the benefits
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and impacts that a new skateboard amenity could have on the park and surrounding
neighbourhood. The engagements were promoted via emails to local stakeholders, on the
City’s website, through social media, through an advertisement in the Vancouver Courier and
through the delivery of notices to business and residents in a 2-block radius around each park.
Based on the public consultation feedback received, and the compatibility with the criteria
outlined in the Skateboard Strategy for Vancouver, Jonathan Rogers Park is the preferred
candidate location for a new skateboard facility. This is the location local residents’ show a
preference for where 56% of respondents think Jonathan Rogers is a suitable location for a
skateboard facility compared to only 48% for Robson Park. The survey results are illustrated
in Appendix C. The questionnaire also revealed that 75% of respondents live or work within 1
kilometre of either Robson or Jonathan Rogers Park and 32% of respondents skateboard
themselves or have children that skateboard (Appendix D).
Jonathan Rogers Park is located in a light industrial zone and is surrounded by a variety of
local businesses. It has a public washroom and has street frontage on all sides. The new midsized skateboarding facility will need to be fully integrated with existing park uses, including
the community garden (for which an expansion is proposed) and playground. Complimentary
park upgrades including the demolition of the out-of-service wading pool and a new
playground are likely to be included with this project: these features will be determined
during the community engagement and design phase of this project.
A skateboard facility located in Jonathan Rogers Park will benefit from easy access to public
transit; good visibility from surrounding streets; close proximity to support services (including
a drinking fountain and washroom located in the field house); and compatibility with the
informal character of park. This aligns with the criteria for skateboard facilities outlined in
the Skateboard Strategy.
SUMMARY
The recommended location for a new skateboard facility in the Mount Pleasant neighbourhood
is Jonathan Rogers Park as it is supported by community members and skateboarding
enthusiasts, and as it is the park location that aligns best with the criteria outlined in the
Vancouver Skateboard Strategy. Detailed design discussions, including working closely with
local stakeholders, residents and skateboarding enthusiasts will begin after Park Board
approval of the location. Construction of the facility and related park improvements can
complete in 2016 and the Mount Pleasant Park Skateboard facility can be converted for junior
skateboarding use.
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Vancouver Board of Parks and Recreation
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Appendix A

Locations of Existing and Proposed Skateboard Parks in Vancouver
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Appendix B

Jonathan Rogers Park

Location and Current Amenities
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Robson Park

Location and Current Amenities
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Appendix C

Public Engagement Questionnaire Findings
April 2014
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Appendix D

Public Engagement Questionnaire Findings
April 2014
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